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Does Calgary have bylaws about painting a house an unusual colour in
residential areas?

Calgary does not have city-wide bylaws restricting house colours in most residential areas, giving homeowners
significant freedom to choose exterior paint colours. However, there are important exceptions and considerations

that could affect your colour choice depending on your neighbourhood and home type.

Heritage districts and designated heritage buildings face the most restrictions. If your home is listed on
Calgary's Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources or located in a heritage area like Inglewood, Hillhurst-
Sunnyside, or parts of Mount Royal, exterior colour changes may require approval from the City's Heritage Planning
department. These areas preserve historical character, and colours must be appropriate to the building's era and
architectural style. The approval process typically takes 4-6 weeks and requires submitting paint samples and

colour specifications.

Community associations and homeowner associations in newer developments often have architectural
guidelines that include colour restrictions. Areas like Auburn Bay, Mahogany, Legacy, and many communities in the
deep southeast have restrictive covenants registered on property titles. These private agreements can be quite
specific — limiting colours to earth tones, requiring approval for bright colours, or prohibiting certain hues entirely.
Violating these covenants can result in legal action from the homeowner association, so check your property
documents before choosing bold colours.

Satellite communities around Calgary have their own rules. Airdrie, Cochrane, Okotoks, and Chestermere each
have municipal planning departments that may regulate exterior appearance in certain developments. Some newer

subdivisions in these towns have strict architectural controls similar to Calgary's newer communities.

The practical reality is that most established Calgary neighbourhoods — Kensington, Bridgeland, Renfrew, Forest
Lawn, and the majority of communities built before 2000 — have no colour restrictions beyond basic property
maintenance standards. You could legally paint your 1960s bungalow bright purple or lime green, though

neighbourhood relations and resale value are separate considerations.

Before choosing an unusual colour, verify your situation by checking your property title for restrictive covenants,
contacting your community association if one exists, and calling Calgary Planning at 311 if your home has any
heritage designation. For heritage properties, work with your painting contractor to select period-appropriate colours

that will gain approval.

Most painting contractors familiar with Calgary can advise on colour restrictions in specific neighbourhoods and

help navigate any approval processes. If you're planning a bold colour choice, the Calgary Construction Network
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directory includes painters experienced with heritage properties and community association requirements who can

guide you through the process while ensuring your project meets all applicable guidelines.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e Quality count construction Ltd.

Keystone Exteriors

Canadian Closet

Royland Stucco

Element Painting Inc.

View all contractors ?

Do | need approval from the City of Calgary before painting my garage door a
bold colour?

No, you do not need approval from the City of Calgary to paint your garage door any colour — residential
garage door painting is considered routine maintenance and does not require permits or approvals. The City of

Calgary does not regulate residential paint colours except in very specific heritage district situations.

The only exception would be if your home is designated as a Municipal Historic Resource or located in a heritage
area like portions of Hillhurst, Mount Royal, or Inglewood where exterior alterations may require heritage approval.
Even then, garage doors are typically considered secondary features unless they face a heritage streetscape. You
can check if your property has heritage designation by searching the City of Calgary's heritage inventory online or
calling Heritage Planning at 311.

However, your homeowners association or condo board may have different rules. Many Calgary
communities, especially newer developments in areas like Mahogany, Auburn Bay, or Sage Hill, have architectural
guidelines that restrict exterior colour choices including garage doors. These are private covenants, not city
regulations, but they are legally enforceable. Check your property documents or contact your community

association before choosing a bold colour like bright red, purple, or neon green.
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From a practical standpoint, Calgary's intense UV radiation at 1,045 metres elevation will fade bold colours faster
than neutral tones. Reds, blues, and yellows are particularly susceptible to fading on south and west-facing garage
doors. If you choose a vibrant colour, invest in a premium exterior paint with UV-resistant pigments like
Benjamin Moore Aura or Sherwin-Williams Duration. These cost $70-85 per gallon but will maintain colour integrity

2-3 years longer than standard paints.

Preparation is critical for garage door painting in Calgary's climate. Steel garage doors need thorough
cleaning with TSP substitute, light sanding of glossy areas, and a quality bonding primer before topcoating. Wood
garage doors should be checked for moisture damage and primed with an oil-based primer to prevent tannin bleed-

through. The dry climate makes old paint brittle, so scrape any loose material before priming.

Timing matters for garage door painting — work during Calgary's painting season from May through September
when temperatures stay consistently above 10°C. Avoid painting during chinook conditions when temperatures

fluctuate rapidly, as this can cause adhesion problems.

Most homeowners can handle garage door painting as a DIY project since the surface is accessible and relatively
flat. However, consider hiring a professional painter if your garage door has complex panel details, if you want a
spray finish for smoothest results, or if you're painting multiple exterior elements to ensure colour consistency.

Professional painters also carry insurance for any accidental overspray onto vehicles or neighboring property.

If you're planning other exterior painting work, the Calgary Construction Network directory at
calgaryconstructionnetwork.com can help you find local painting contractors who understand Calgary's climate

challenges and colour performance requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Calgary Custom Concepts

e Keystone Exteriors

e Premium Built Structures

e Hebron Painting

e Makki Abatement

View all contractors ?
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What disposal rules apply to leftover paint and stain in Calgary?

Calgary has specific disposal requirements for leftover paint and stain that differ significantly from regular
household waste, and improper disposal can result in fines up to $10,000 under Alberta's Environmental Protection

and Enhancement Act.

Latex paint disposal in Calgary is relatively straightforward since water-based paints are considered non-
hazardous once dried. You can dry out small amounts of latex paint by removing the lid and letting it air-dry
completely — Calgary's low humidity means this takes 3-7 days for a half-full quart can. Once completely solid, the
dried paint and empty metal can go in your regular household garbage. For larger quantities, mix in cat litter,
sawdust, or commercial paint hardener to speed the process. Never pour liquid latex paint down drains or onto the

ground — it can clog pipes and contaminate groundwater.

Oil-based paints, stains, and solvents are classified as hazardous waste and require special disposal through
Calgary's Household Hazardous Waste program. The City operates permanent drop-off locations at the Spyhill and
Shepard Landfills, plus seasonal mobile collection events throughout Calgary neighbourhoods. These facilities
accept oil-based paints, wood stains, paint thinners, brush cleaners, and aerosol spray paints at no charge to
residents. Commercial painters must use private hazardous waste disposal services — WM Environmental

Services and Clean Harbors both serve the Calgary area.

Paint cans and brushes have their own disposal rules. Empty metal paint cans (completely dry with no liquid
residue) go in household recycling. Plastic paint containers are not recyclable in Calgary and go in regular garbage
once dried. Brushes used with latex paint can be cleaned thoroughly and disposed of in household garbage, but
brushes contaminated with oil-based products should go to hazardous waste collection. Roller covers and

disposable painting supplies go in regular garbage regardless of paint type.

Alberta's environmental regulations prohibit dumping any paint products on private property, in storm drains, or in
natural areas. This is particularly important around Calgary's Bow and Elbow Rivers and the numerous wetlands
throughout the region. Paint contamination can persist in soil for decades and harm local wildlife. The satellite
communities of Airdrie, Cochrane, Okotoks, and Chestermere each have their own waste management programs

— contact their municipal offices for specific disposal locations and schedules.

Practical disposal tips for Calgary homeowners include planning paint purchases carefully to minimize leftovers
— most quality paints have 10-15 year shelf life when properly stored, so saving partial cans for touch-ups makes
sense. Store leftover paint in a heated garage or basement (never in unheated spaces where freeze-thaw cycles
ruin the product). Label cans with the room painted and date for future reference. For large renovation projects,
coordinate with your painting contractor about disposal — most professionals have established relationships with

waste management companies and can handle disposal as part of their service.
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Consider donating usable leftover paint to community organizations, schools, or theatre groups before disposal.
Calgary's Habitat for Humanity ReStore sometimes accepts quality leftover paint, and various community centres

use donated paint for maintenance projects.

If you're planning a major painting project in Calgary, the Calgary Construction Network directory can help you find

painting contractors who will handle material disposal as part of their comprehensive service package.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Dealtwith.

¢ Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

e Element Painting Inc.

e Calgary Custom Concepts

e Royland Stucco

View all contractors ?
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Are there colour restrictions for exterior painting in Calgary heritage overlay
areas?

Yes, Calgary's heritage overlay areas do have exterior colour restrictions, and homeowners must obtain
approval from the City of Calgary's Heritage Planning department before making any exterior colour changes to

designated heritage buildings or properties within Heritage Conservation Areas.

Calgary has several heritage overlay districts where exterior appearance is regulated, including areas of Inglewood,
Kensington, Hillhurst-Sunnyside, Mount Royal, and parts of the Beltline. If your property is designated as a
Municipal Historic Resource or located within a Heritage Conservation Area, you'll need to submit a Heritage Permit
application before changing exterior paint colours. This includes not just the main wall colour, but also trim,
shutters, doors, and any decorative elements. The Heritage Planning department reviews colour proposals to

ensure they're appropriate to the building's architectural style and historical period.

The approval process typically takes 4-6 weeks and costs around $150-300 depending on the scope of changes.
Heritage planners generally favour historically appropriate colour palettes — earth tones, muted colours, and
combinations that would have been available during the building's original construction period. Bold contemporary
colours, neon shades, or stark contrasts are usually rejected. For Victorian-era homes common in Inglewood and
Hillhurst, approved palettes often include deep greens, burgundies, cream, and warm grays. Edwardian homes

might use softer greens, blues, and neutral tones.

Alberta's Historical Resources Act governs heritage conservation in the province, and Calgary's Land Use Bylaw
implements these protections locally. Painting without approval can result in stop-work orders and fines up to
$10,000, plus the cost of repainting in approved colours. However, maintenance painting in the exact same colours

generally doesn't require permits — only colour changes trigger the approval process.

Before starting any exterior painting project in Calgary's older neighbourhoods, check the City's heritage property
database online or call Heritage Planning at 311. Even if your specific building isn't designated, nearby Heritage
Conservation Areas might have guidelines affecting your property. The satellite communities of Cochrane, Okotoks,
and Airdrie have their own heritage policies, though they're generally less restrictive than Calgary's downtown

heritage areas.

Practical tip: If you're considering a heritage property purchase, factor potential colour restrictions into your
renovation budget. Some heritage homeowners work with heritage consultants who understand approved colour
palettes and can streamline the application process. The Heritage Planning department also provides colour

guidance and can suggest appropriate alternatives if your first choice isn't approved.
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For heritage properties, hiring a professional painter experienced with heritage requirements is especially valuable
— they understand the approval process, appropriate colour selections, and often have relationships with Heritage
Planning staff. Quality preparation and premium paint become even more important on heritage buildings, as

frequent repainting due to premature failure draws unwanted attention from heritage officials.

If you're planning exterior painting on a heritage property in Calgary, the Calgary Construction Network directory

includes painters familiar with heritage requirements and the city's approval processes.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e Supreme Painting

Amar Homes Inc

G.D.K Drywall LTD.
Jk Stucco

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

View all contractors ?

What recourse do | have if a Calgary painter does substandard work and won't
fix it?

If a Calgary painter refuses to address substandard work, you have several recourse options ranging from
direct negotiation to legal action, depending on the severity and cost of the issues. Start with documented
communication, then escalate through consumer protection agencies, professional associations, and potentially

small claims court.

Your first step should be formal written notice to the contractor outlining specific defects with photos and requesting
remedial work within a reasonable timeframe (typically 10-14 days). Send this via registered mail or email with read
receipt. Many contractors will respond to formal documentation even if they've ignored phone calls. Reference your
original contract terms — most professional painting contracts include warranty clauses covering workmanship for

1-2 years and materials defects.
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If the contractor remains unresponsive, check whether they carry WCB Alberta coverage and are properly
licensed. In Alberta, painting contractors must carry Workers' Compensation Board coverage, and you can verify
this through WCB Alberta's online directory. Unlicensed contractors operating without WCB coverage face
significant penalties, and this leverage often motivates quick resolution. For contractors working on projects over
$5,000, they may also need to be registered with Alberta's New Home Warranty Program if the work involves new

construction.

Service Alberta's Consumer Contact Centre (1-877-427-4088) can provide guidance on your rights under
Alberta's Fair Trading Act. While they don't resolve disputes directly, they can advise on documentation
requirements and connect you with mediation services. The Better Business Bureau serving Southern Alberta
and East Kootenay also offers dispute resolution services for BBB-accredited businesses, though participation is

voluntary.

For significant defects requiring expensive remediation, small claims court in Alberta handles disputes up to
$50,000. The filing fee ranges from $100-300 depending on claim amount. Small claims court is designed for self-
representation, and painting defect cases often succeed when you have clear documentation: photos of poor
workmanship, written estimates for remedial work from other contractors, and evidence of the original contractor's

refusal to address issues. The court can order the contractor to pay for proper remediation by another professional.

Document everything meticulously — take detailed photos of all defects from multiple angles, keep all
correspondence with the contractor, obtain written estimates from other painters for remedial work, and maintain
receipts for any materials or additional work needed. Poor surface preparation, inadequate coverage, drips and
sags, color mismatches, and premature paint failure are common issues that courts recognize as substandard

workmanship.

Consider hiring an independent painting professional to provide a written assessment of the defective work and
estimated remediation costs. This expert opinion carries significant weight in disputes and often motivates
settlement negotiations. Many experienced Calgary painters will provide inspection services for $200-400, which

can be invaluable for larger claims.

Professional painters should carry liability insurance and offer written warranties on their work. If your
contractor lacks proper insurance or refuses to honor warranty terms, this strengthens your position in any formal
dispute. The painting industry in Calgary is competitive, and most established contractors will address legitimate

concerns to protect their reputation.

For future projects, always verify WCB coverage, get detailed written contracts with warranty terms, and check
references through resources like the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com

where you can compare local painting professionals and read reviews from other Calgary homeowners.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

Wise Abatement

Wall Style Innovations

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?

Are spray painting operations restricted during Calgary's summer air quality
advisories?

Yes, spray painting operations are restricted during Calgary's air quality advisories, particularly when
Environment and Climate Change Canada issues smog warnings or poor air quality health advisories. These
restrictions apply to both commercial operations and residential projects using spray equipment, as the volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) from paint contribute to ground-level ozone formation that worsens air quality during

hot summer conditions.

During air quality advisories, Alberta Environment and Parks can invoke restrictions under the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act that limit or prohibit spray painting activities. Commercial painting contractors are
typically required to suspend exterior spray operations when air quality health index readings reach 7+ (high risk) or
when specific smog advisories are issued. The restrictions usually run from 6 AM to 6 PM when photochemical
smog formation peaks. Interior spray work may continue with proper ventilation, but many professional painters

voluntarily suspend all spray operations during severe air quality events.

Calgary experiences air quality advisories most commonly during hot, stagnant summer conditions — typically July
and August when temperatures exceed 25°C for several consecutive days. The combination of vehicle emissions,
industrial activity, and VOCs from sources like paint creates ground-level ozone that can reach unhealthy levels.
Wildfire smoke from British Columbia or northern Alberta also triggers air quality advisories, though these don't

specifically restrict painting operations unless combined with local smog conditions.
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For homeowners planning DIY spray projects, check Environment Canada's Air Quality Health Index before starting
any exterior spray work during summer months. If the AQHI shows moderate (4-6) or high (7-10) risk levels,
postpone spray painting until conditions improve. Even when not officially restricted, spray painting during poor air
quality is inconsiderate to neighbors with respiratory conditions and contributes to the problem. Brush and roller

application can continue during advisories since these methods release far fewer VOCs into the atmosphere.

Professional painting contractors monitor air quality forecasts and typically reschedule spray work when advisories
are predicted. Most carry airless sprayers that produce less overspray than conventional spray guns, but even
these systems release significant VOCs during exterior work. Some contractors switch to brush and roller
application during air quality events, though this increases labor costs and project timelines. HVLP (high volume,

low pressure) spray systems produce less overspray but are still subject to the same restrictions.

When to hire a professional: For any exterior spray painting project over 500 square feet, professional contractors
have the equipment, experience, and regulatory knowledge to handle air quality restrictions properly. They can
reschedule efficiently and often complete spray work faster during clear air windows. The Calgary Construction
Network directory includes painting contractors experienced with Calgary's air quality challenges and summer

scheduling requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Radon Lab

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

e True North Overhead Doors

e Durable Decks

e Keystone Exteriors

View all contractors ?
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Do | need a permit for painting in Inglewood's heritage district in Calgary?

No building permit is required for painting projects in Calgary's Inglewood heritage district, but exterior
colour changes on designated heritage buildings may require approval from the City of Calgary's Heritage Planning
department before you begin work. This approval process is separate from building permits and focuses on
maintaining the historic character of the neighbourhood.

Inglewood, as one of Calgary's oldest neighbourhoods with numerous heritage-designated properties, has specific
guidelines for exterior appearance. If your property is on the City's Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources or is a
designated Municipal Historic Resource, you'll need to submit a Heritage Alteration Permit application for exterior
colour changes. This typically involves providing colour samples and may require approval from the Heritage
Advisory Board. The process usually takes 4-6 weeks and costs around $200-400 depending on the scope of

review needed.

Even if your Inglewood property isn't specifically designated, it's worth checking with Heritage Planning if you're
planning dramatic colour changes on a character home built before 1950. The City encourages historically
appropriate colour schemes that complement the neighbourhood's heritage streetscape. Popular heritage-
appropriate colours for Inglewood include warm earth tones, deep greens, and traditional trim colours like cream or
white.

Standard painting regulations still apply regardless of heritage status. Alberta's Occupational Health and
Safety Act requires proper ventilation when using oil-based paints or chemical strippers, especially important in
older Inglewood homes with limited ventilation. Any professional painter you hire must carry active WCB Alberta
coverage. Many Inglewood homes built before 1980 may contain lead paint, particularly on exterior trim and
windows. While no permit is needed for lead paint removal, safe work practices are required, and professional

abatement is strongly recommended for extensive scraping or sanding.

For interior painting projects, no permits or approvals are needed regardless of heritage status. Focus on using
quality primers and paints suitable for Calgary's dry climate and potential plaster walls common in older Inglewood
homes. Many heritage homes have horsehair plaster that requires careful surface preparation and appropriate
primers to prevent cracking.

Before starting any exterior painting project in Inglewood, contact the City's Heritage Planning department
at 403-268-5207 to confirm whether your property requires heritage approval. They can quickly tell you if your
address is on the heritage inventory and what approvals might be needed. This simple phone call can save you
from having to repaint if you choose non-compliant colours. For interior work or non-heritage properties, you can

proceed directly with your painting project following standard safety practices.
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If you're looking for painters experienced with heritage properties in Calgary, the Calgary Construction Network

directory includes contractors familiar with heritage district requirements and lead-safe work practices.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Calgary Custom Concepts

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Canadian Closet

Wall Style Innovations

View all contractors ?

Does painting a commercial building in Calgary require different permits than
residential?

Commercial painting in Calgary does require additional regulatory compliance compared to residential
work, though painting itself rarely requires building permits in either case. The key differences involve
occupational health and safety requirements, environmental regulations, and potential municipal approvals for

exterior colour changes in certain zones.

For most commercial painting projects in Calgary, you won't need a building permit unless the work involves
structural modifications, changes to fire-rated assemblies, or lead paint abatement in buildings constructed before
1980. However, Alberta's Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Act has much stricter requirements for
commercial properties. Professional contractors must provide detailed safety plans, ensure proper ventilation
systems during interior work with oil-based products or spray equipment, and maintain comprehensive
documentation of all safety procedures. WCB Alberta coverage is mandatory for all commercial painting

contractors, and the penalties for non-compliance are severe.

Environmental regulations also differ significantly for commercial projects. While residential painting typically
falls under standard VOC limits, commercial buildings may have additional restrictions, especially in industrial areas
or near sensitive environmental zones. Large commercial projects using spray equipment may require air quality

monitoring and specific containment procedures. The City of Calgary's Environmental Management department
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may require notification for major exterior painting projects on buildings over a certain size, particularly in the

downtown core or near the Bow River.

Municipal approval requirements vary by location and building type. Heritage commercial buildings in Calgary's
downtown core, Kensington, or Inglewood districts require Heritage Planning approval for exterior colour
changes. New commercial developments often have architectural controls that restrict colour choices — check with
the original developer or the City's Planning Department. Industrial areas typically have fewer restrictions, but some
business improvement areas (BIAs) like 17th Avenue or Kensington have design guidelines that may affect exterior

painting choices.

Fire safety regulations add another layer for commercial properties. Any painting work that affects fire-rated
walls, stairwells, or emergency exits must maintain the fire rating of the original assembly. This often requires
specific paint products and application methods. The Calgary Fire Department may need to inspect completed work

in certain occupancy types like schools, healthcare facilities, or high-rise buildings.

For practical planning, commercial painting projects should begin with a consultation between the property
owner, painting contractor, and relevant authorities at least 30 days before work begins. This allows time to
secure any required approvals and ensures all safety and environmental requirements are understood. Commercial
projects also typically require after-hours or weekend work to minimize business disruption, which may require

additional permits in some Calgary zones.

Professional commercial painting contractors are essential for navigating these requirements — the
regulatory complexity, safety equipment needs, and potential liability make this unsuitable for DIY approaches.
When selecting a commercial painter in Calgary, verify their WCB coverage, ask for references from similar
commercial projects, and ensure they understand the specific regulatory requirements for your building type and

location.

If you're planning a commercial painting project in Calgary, the Calgary Construction Network directory can help

you find contractors experienced with commercial regulatory requirements and municipal approval processes.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

e Venkor Group Inc

e Jk Stucco

e Supreme Painting
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e Paysons Painting

View all contractors ?

Are there Alberta safety regulations for painters working on scaffolding or tall
ladders?

Yes, Alberta has comprehensive safety regulations for painters working at height. Under the Occupational
Health and Safety (OHS) Act and Code, any painter working above 3 metres (10 feet) must use fall protection
equipment, and scaffolding must meet strict engineering standards. These regulations apply to all professional

painting contractors in Calgary and surrounding areas, with significant penalties for non-compliance.

Alberta's OHS Code requires fall protection for any work at heights above 3 metres, which covers most two-storey
exterior painting projects in Calgary. This means painters must use safety harnesses, lanyards, and secure anchor
points when working on ladders, scaffolding, or rooftops. The equipment must be CSA-approved and inspected
regularly. For scaffolding specifically, structures over 7.5 metres high require engineering certification, and all

scaffolding must be erected by trained personnel following manufacturer specifications.

WCB Alberta coverage is mandatory for all painting contractors, and companies face serious liability if workers
are injured while not following OHS regulations. Homeowners should verify that any painting contractor carries
active WCB coverage and ask about their fall protection procedures. Legitimate contractors will have no problem

discussing their safety protocols and showing their safety equipment.

The regulations are particularly relevant in Calgary due to the prevalence of two-storey homes and the challenging
weather conditions. Chinook winds can create sudden gusts exceeding 100 km/h, making ladder and
scaffolding work extremely dangerous. Professional painters must monitor weather conditions and stop height work
when winds exceed safe limits. Many Calgary contractors use scaffolding systems rather than ladders for exterior

projects because they provide more stability in windy conditions.

For homeowners considering DIY exterior painting, these same safety principles apply. While the OHS regulations
technically cover workplace situations, the physics of falls remain the same. Any work above single-storey height
should involve proper ladder safety: maintaining three points of contact, positioning the ladder at the correct 4:1
angle, having a spotter, and never overreaching. For two-storey homes or complex rooflines, scaffolding rental or

professional contractors are much safer options.
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Specific Calgary considerations include ice formation on surfaces during spring and fall painting seasons,
making ladders and scaffolding extremely slippery. Professional contractors use specialized footwear and may
delay work until conditions improve. The intense UV at Calgary's elevation also degrades safety equipment faster

than at lower elevations, requiring more frequent equipment inspection and replacement.

When to Hire Professionals

Any exterior painting project requiring work above 12 feet should involve professional contractors with proper safety
equipment and training. This includes most two-storey homes, especially those with complex rooflines common in
Calgary's newer developments like Mahogany and Auburn Bay. The cost of scaffolding rental, safety equipment,

and potential injury far exceeds the savings from DIY work on tall structures.

If you're planning an exterior painting project requiring height work, contractors in the Calgary Construction Network

directory can provide quotes that include proper safety equipment and procedures as part of their standard service.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Hebron Painting

e New Earth Waste Services Ltd

e Dealtwith.

e Jk Stucco

e Calgary Garage Builders Ltd

View all contractors ?
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Q10

Do Calgary HOA communities have specific rules about which exterior paint
colours are allowed?

Yes, many Calgary HOA communities have strict exterior paint colour restrictions, and violating these rules
can result in fines or forced repainting at your expense. Most established communities in Calgary —
particularly newer developments in areas like Mahogany, Auburn Bay, Cranston, and Sage Hill — have
architectural guidelines that specify approved colour palettes, often limiting homeowners to 3-5 neutral colour

schemes per neighbourhood section.

Calgary's HOA colour restrictions typically focus on maintaining property values and neighbourhood cohesion.
Communities like Aspen Woods, Springbank Hill, and Discovery Ridge often require earth tones, muted grays,
and warm whites while prohibiting bright colours, bold accent walls, or non-traditional colour combinations. Some
developments go further, specifying exact paint manufacturer colours — for example, requiring Benjamin Moore
"Revere Pewter" or Sherwin-Williams "Accessible Beige" rather than allowing any similar shade. The satellite
communities of Airdrie, Cochrane, and Okotoks have similar restrictions in their newer planned developments,

with some requiring architectural committee approval before any exterior colour changes.

These restrictions exist because Calgary's intense UV radiation at 1,045 metres elevation causes exterior paint to
fade significantly faster than in other Canadian cities. HOAs want to prevent the patchwork appearance that results
when homeowners repaint with slightly different shades over time. South-facing and west-facing walls fade
fastest in Calgary's conditions, so communities often specify fade-resistant colours that age more uniformly across

the neighbourhood.

Before painting your exterior, review your HOA's Architectural Guidelines document — usually available through
your property management company or community association website. Most Calgary HOAs require written
approval before exterior colour changes, with applications submitted 30-60 days in advance. Include paint
manufacturer colour cards with your application, not just colour names, since the same name can vary between
brands. Some communities require you to paint a 4x4 foot test section on a less visible wall and wait for approval

before proceeding with the full project.

If your community allows colour flexibility, choose colours that work with Calgary's challenging climate. Premium
100% acrylic latex paints in lighter shades resist fading better than darker colours, which absorb more heat during
chinook temperature swings. Avoid pure whites on stucco homes — they show dirt quickly in Calgary's dusty

conditions and can appear stark against the prairie landscape.

For major exterior painting projects in HOA communities, hiring a professional painter familiar with Calgary's

architectural guidelines is often worth the investment. Professional painters understand which products meet
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durability requirements and can help navigate the approval process. They also carry proper insurance if disputes
arise over colour compliance. You can browse experienced painting contractors familiar with Calgary HOA
requirements through the Calgary Construction Network directory to find professionals who regularly work in

planned communities.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Element Painting Inc.

WestAim Construction Ltd.

True North Overhead Doors

Canadian Closet

Ardco Construction

View all contractors ?

Q11

Does a Calgary painting contractor need a city business licence to operate
legally?

Yes, painting contractors operating in Calgary must obtain a City of Calgary business licence to work legally within
city limits. This applies to all commercial painting operations, whether they're sole proprietors, partnerships, or

incorporated companies providing painting services to residential or commercial clients.

The City of Calgary requires business licences for most commercial activities conducted within city boundaries, and
painting contracting falls under this requirement. The licence ensures the business is registered with the city, has
provided necessary insurance documentation, and is operating in compliance with municipal bylaws. Painting
contractors must renew their business licence annually and display their licence number on estimates,

contracts, and advertising materials when requested.

Beyond the basic business licence, painting contractors in Calgary must carry Workers' Compensation Board
(WCB) coverage — this is mandatory under Alberta law for any business with employees or subcontractors. Even
sole proprietors are strongly encouraged to carry WCB coverage as it provides injury protection and demonstrates
professionalism to clients. Liability insurance is also essential, typically $2 million minimum coverage, to protect

against property damage or injury claims during painting work.
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Professional painters should also be bonded, which protects clients against theft or incomplete work. While not
legally required, bonding is increasingly expected by homeowners and is often required for commercial contracts.
Some painting contractors also pursue voluntary certifications through organizations like the Painting and

Decorating Contractors of America (PDCA), though these are not legal requirements in Alberta.

For painting contractors working in Calgary's satellite communities, additional licences may be required. Airdrie,
Cochrane, Okotoks, and Chestermere each have their own business licensing requirements. A contractor
based in Calgary who takes jobs in Cochrane, for example, may need both a Calgary business licence (for their
home base) and a Cochrane business licence (for work performed there). Each municipality sets its own rules,

fees, and renewal schedules.

When hiring a painting contractor, always verify they hold current business licences for the communities where
they'll be working. Ask to see their WCB clearance letter and liability insurance certificate. Legitimate contractors
will readily provide this documentation — those who hesitate or make excuses should be avoided. Unlicensed
contractors cannot legally pursue payment through Alberta's courts if disputes arise, and homeowners may

have limited recourse if work is unsatisfactory.

The business licence requirement protects both contractors and consumers by ensuring a basic level of
accountability and legal compliance. It's part of Calgary's broader effort to maintain professional standards in the

construction and renovation industry.

If you're looking for properly licensed painting contractors in Calgary, the Calgary Construction Network directory

can help you find local professionals who meet these licensing requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Besademolition

e Turnbull masonry

e Ardco Construction

e Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

e WestAim Construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?

Q12
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What insurance and licensing should a legitimate Calgary painting contractor
carry?

A legitimate Calgary painting contractor must carry Workers' Compensation Board (WCB) Alberta coverage —
this is mandatory for any business with employees in Alberta. Always verify active WCB coverage by asking for
their account number and checking directly with WCB Alberta. Additionally, they need commercial general liability
insurance of at least $2 million, which protects you if their work damages your property or someone gets injured on
your project. Professional painters should also carry commercial vehicle insurance if they're driving company

trucks to job sites.

In Alberta, painting contractors don't need a specific trade license like electricians or plumbers, but they must
register their business with Alberta Corporate Registry if operating as a corporation or partnership. Sole
proprietors can operate without business registration but still need WCB coverage if they have any employees.
Many legitimate contractors also pursue voluntary certifications through the Painting and Decorating Contractors
of America (PDCA) or manufacturer training programs from Benjamin Moore, Sherwin-Williams, or other major

paint companies, though these aren't legally required.

Bonding isn't mandatory but adds another layer of protection — it guarantees compensation if the contractor fails
to complete the work or doesn't pay subcontractors. For larger projects over $10,000, bonded contractors provide
extra peace of mind. Some painting companies also carry professional liability insurance, which covers errors in

colour matching, surface preparation mistakes, or other professional judgment issues.

Calgary's extreme climate makes insurance particularly important. Chinook winds can damage scaffolding or blow
debris, while hailstorms frequently interrupt exterior painting projects. A properly insured contractor can handle
weather delays and storm damage without passing costs to you. Their liability coverage should specifically include

weather-related incidents and property damage from equipment.

When hiring a painter, request copies of their WCB clearance letter (shows current coverage), liability insurance
certificate (should name you as additional insured for the project duration), and business registration. Legitimate
contractors readily provide these documents. Be wary of anyone who can't produce current WCB coverage —

they're operating illegally in Alberta, and you could be liable for workplace injuries.

Red flags include contractors who ask you to pull permits (painting rarely needs permits anyway), demand full
payment upfront, or can't provide insurance documentation. Cash-only operations often lack proper coverage.
Door-to-door solicitors, especially after hailstorms, frequently operate without adequate insurance or WCB

coverage.

For commercial projects, additional requirements may apply. Some property management companies require

contractors to carry higher liability limits ($5-10 million) and provide certificates of insurance naming the property
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owner as additional insured. Lead paint work on commercial buildings may require specialized environmental

liability coverage.

Municipal business licenses vary by location. Calgary requires business licenses for contractors working
regularly in the city, while Airdrie, Cochrane, Okotoks, and Chestermere each have their own requirements.

However, these are business operation licenses, not trade qualifications.

Always verify insurance coverage independently — don't just accept a photocopy. Call the insurance company to
confirm the policy is active and covers the dates of your project. For projects over $5,000, consider hiring
contractors who provide written warranties on their work, which demonstrates confidence in their craftsmanship

and materials.

Professional painting contractors understand that proper insurance and licensing protect both parties. If you're
looking for painting contractors in Calgary who carry appropriate coverage, the Calgary Construction Network

directory includes contractors' licensing and insurance information to help you make informed decisions.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

e Jk Stucco

e Premium Built Structures

e Besademolition

e Earl's Paintworks

View all contractors ?
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Q13
What are Alberta's regulations for lead paint removal in older Calgary homes?

Alberta does not require permits for residential lead paint removal, but the province's Occupational Health and
Safety (OHS) Act establishes strict safety requirements that homeowners and contractors must follow when
disturbing lead-containing paint in homes built before 1980. These regulations are designed to prevent lead

exposure, which can cause serious health problems, particularly for children and pregnant women.

Under Alberta OHS regulations, any work that disturbs lead paint must follow specific containment procedures. This
includes sealing off work areas with plastic sheeting, using HEPA-filtered vacuum equipment, wearing appropriate
respiratory protection, and preventing lead dust from spreading throughout the home. Dry sanding or scraping lead
paint is prohibited — wet methods must be used to minimize dust generation. All lead-contaminated debris must be

collected and disposed of as hazardous waste through approved Alberta facilities.

Professional contractors working on lead paint removal must have Workers' Compensation Board (WCB) coverage
and follow additional safety protocols. They are required to provide workers with proper training, respiratory
protection, and protective clothing. Air monitoring may be required during extensive lead paint removal projects.

Contractors must also ensure proper decontamination procedures before leaving the work site.

Testing is the critical first step — homes built before 1980 in Calgary neighbourhoods like Mount Royal, Hillhurst,
Inglewood, and Kensington frequently contain lead paint, especially on exterior trim, windows, and doors. Lead test
kits are available at Home Depot and other Calgary retailers for around $25-40, or you can hire a certified

environmental consultant for professional testing at $300-600. Never assume paint is lead-free based on age alone

— some paints contained lead well into the 1980s.

For minor touch-ups and small areas (less than 20 square feet), homeowners can legally do their own lead paint
removal following safety protocols: wet scraping only, HEPA vacuum cleanup, plastic containment, N100 respirator
masks, and proper disposal. However, extensive lead paint removal should always be handled by
professionals trained in lead-safe work practices. The health risks and regulatory requirements make DIY removal

of large areas inadvisable, especially when children live in the home.

Calgary homeowners planning exterior repainting of heritage homes should strongly consider professional lead
paint testing and removal. The combination of Calgary's intense UV exposure and chinook temperature cycling
causes lead paint to deteriorate faster, creating ongoing exposure risks. Professional lead paint abatement typically
costs $15-25 per square foot but includes proper containment, safe removal, primer application, and hazardous

waste disposal.
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If you're planning a renovation or repainting project on a pre-1980 Calgary home, the Calgary Construction Network
directory includes contractors experienced with lead-safe work practices who can provide testing, safe removal, and

proper disposal services.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

The Original Workshop

Makki Abatement

Wall Style Innovations

Paysons Painting

Hebron Painting

View all contractors ?

Q14

What environmental regulations apply to exterior paint spraying in Calgary
neighbourhoods?

Exterior paint spraying in Calgary neighbourhoods is regulated primarily under Alberta's Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act, with additional municipal bylaws governing noise, overspray, and
neighbour considerations. The most critical requirement is Alberta's VOC (Volatile Organic Compound)

regulations, which limit the organic solvent content in architectural coatings to reduce ground-level ozone formation.

Under Alberta Environment's regulations, most residential exterior paints must contain less than 250 grams per litre
of VOC:s for flat finishes and 380 g/L for non-flat finishes. This effectively eliminates traditional oil-based house
paints from spray applications, pushing contractors toward water-based acrylic latex formulations. Professional
spray equipment must also meet emission standards, particularly for HVLP (High Volume Low Pressure) systems

that reduce overspray and waste.

The City of Calgary's Community Standards Bylaw addresses the practical aspects of spray painting that affect
neighbours. Spray painting is prohibited during evening hours (typically after 9 PM) and early morning
(before 7 AM) due to noise restrictions. Wind conditions are crucial — spraying is not permitted when winds
exceed 15 km/h, as overspray can drift onto neighbouring properties, vehicles, or landscaping. Professional

painters must provide advance notice to adjacent neighbours and take reasonable precautions to protect
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surrounding areas with plastic sheeting or drop cloths.

Calgary's Noise Bylaw also applies to air compressors and spray equipment. Most residential spray jobs require
compressors in the 60-80 decibel range, which is generally acceptable during daytime hours but may require sound
dampening in dense neighbourhoods like Hillhurst, Kensington, or newer communities with closely-spaced homes.

Some contractors use electric compressors or sound enclosures to minimize noise impact.

Alberta's Occupational Health and Safety Act requires proper respiratory protection for spray operators
and mandates adequate ventilation to prevent solvent vapour accumulation. This is particularly important in
Calgary's dry climate, where solvents evaporate rapidly and can concentrate in enclosed areas like courtyards or
between closely-spaced homes. Professional painters must use appropriate masks (minimum N95, often P100 for

spray work) and ensure bystanders are not exposed to overspray or vapours.

For homeowners considering DIY spray painting, rental equipment from Home Depot or United Rentals typically
includes basic safety equipment, but you're responsible for understanding wind conditions, neighbour notification,
and proper masking. Test spray patterns on cardboard first — Calgary's low humidity can cause latex paint
to dry mid-air, creating a rough, sandy texture on the surface. Professional painters often add paint

conditioners like Floetrol to combat this issue.

Environmental disposal of paint waste and cleaning solvents must follow Alberta's hazardous waste guidelines.
Paint chips, used brushes, and contaminated materials cannot go in regular garbage — they must be taken to
Calgary's household hazardous waste depots at Spyhill or Forest Lawn. Professional contractors typically have

waste disposal contracts that handle this properly.

For any exterior spray project larger than a single wall or involving commercial properties, hiring a
professional painter is strongly recommended. They carry the proper insurance for overspray damage,
understand the regulatory requirements, and have the equipment to work safely and efficiently. The Calgary
Construction Network directory includes painting contractors experienced with spray applications and familiar with

local environmental requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e ProPainting Solutions Inc

e Paysons Painting

e Calgary Custom Concepts

e UR COWRY CABINETS
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e Earl's Paintworks

View all contractors ?

Q15

Do Calgary painters need special certification to handle lead paint or asbestos-
containing coatings?

Calgary painters do not need special certification for residential lead paint work, but they must follow
Alberta's strict safety protocols. Commercial lead paint abatement requires certified professionals, and any
painter working with confirmed lead paint should have proper training and equipment regardless of certification

requirements.

Under Alberta's Occupational Health and Safety Act, painters working with lead paint must implement specific
safety measures including containment systems, HEPA filtration, protective equipment, and proper disposal
methods. While residential work doesn't require certification, the WCB Alberta strongly recommends that
contractors complete lead-safe work practice training. Many professional painting contractors in Calgary have
voluntarily obtained RRP (Renovation, Repair, and Painting) certification or equivalent training to properly handle

pre-1980 homes where lead paint is likely present.

For asbestos-containing coatings, the rules are more stringent. Any work involving asbestos removal or disturbance
requires certified asbestos abatement contractors under Alberta's OHS regulations. This includes textured ceiling
coatings, some industrial paints, and certain primers used before 1980. Regular painting contractors cannot legally
disturb asbestos-containing materials — this work must be done by certified abatement professionals before

painting begins.

Testing and Professional Requirements

Calgary homeowners should have paint tested for lead content before any scraping, sanding, or removal work on
homes built before 1980. Professional testing costs $200-400 but prevents potential health hazards and legal
liability. If lead is confirmed, hire painters with documented lead-safe training and proper equipment including HEPA

vacuums, plastic sheeting systems, and appropriate respirators.

The challenge in Calgary's market is that many painting contractors lack proper lead-safe training despite working
on older homes regularly. Always ask potential painters about their lead paint experience, safety protocols, and
disposal methods. Legitimate professionals will discuss containment procedures, worker protection, and cleanup

methods without hesitation.

Calgary Paint Contractors — calgarypaintcontractors.com — Generated April 5, 2026



Hire certified professionals for any confirmed asbestos work and strongly consider trained contractors for
lead paint situations. The health risks and potential legal liability make proper handling essential, even when
certification isn't legally required. The Calgary Construction Network directory includes contractors who can help

you navigate these specialized situations safely and legally.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

e PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

e Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

e Quality count construction Ltd.

e Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?
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Q16
What VOC limits apply to interior paint sold and used in Alberta?

Alberta follows federal VOC regulations for architectural coatings, which limit interior flat paints to 50 grams per litre
and interior non-flat paints (eggshell, satin, semi-gloss) to 100 grams per litre. These limits are enforced under the
Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) Concentration Limits for Architectural Coatings Regulations and apply to

all paint sold and used in the province.

Most major paint manufacturers including Benjamin Moore, Sherwin-Williams, and Dulux have reformulated their
interior lines to comply with these standards. You'll find compliant paints at Calgary retailers like Home Depot,
Sherwin-Williams stores, and Benjamin Moore dealers throughout the city. The VOC content is clearly marked on

paint labels — look for numbers well below the regulatory limits as manufacturers typically build in safety margins.

Low-VOC and zero-VOC paints have become increasingly popular in Calgary, especially given our extremely dry
winter air. When indoor humidity drops to 15-20% during chinook periods, even compliant paints can seem
overwhelming in poorly ventilated spaces. Premium zero-VOC lines like Benjamin Moore's Natura or Sherwin-
Williams' Harmony offer virtually no odour and are ideal for bedrooms, nurseries, and homes with sensitive

occupants.

The regulations include specific exemptions for certain specialty products. Primers designed for stain-blocking
(like Kilz Original or Zinsser BIN) may exceed standard VOC limits but are still legal for residential use. Anti-rust
primers and bonding primers for challenging surfaces also have higher allowable VOC levels. However, water-

based alternatives are increasingly available and perform well in Calgary’s climate.

Enforcement and compliance primarily occur at the retail level — paint stores cannot legally sell non-compliant
products. For homeowners, this means you're unlikely to encounter non-compliant interior paints unless purchasing
specialty industrial products or older inventory. Professional painters must ensure their products comply, and WCB

Alberta requires proper ventilation regardless of VOC content when using any architectural coatings indoors.

Practical considerations for Calgary homeowners include understanding that low-VOC doesn't necessarily mean
low-odour during application. Calgary's dry air can concentrate vapours even from compliant paints. Always ensure
adequate ventilation, use fans to circulate air, and consider painting during milder weather when windows can
remain open. In winter painting situations, a small humidifier can help paint flow better while reducing the

concentration of any vapours.

Professional painters in Calgary typically stock compliant products exclusively, but always confirm VOC
compliance when hiring contractors, especially for large interior projects in occupied homes. Some painters still

prefer higher-VOC primers for specific challenging surfaces, which is legal but requires proper ventilation and safety
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protocols.

If you're planning an interior painting project and want to ensure you're working with contractors who prioritize both
regulatory compliance and indoor air quality, the Calgary Construction Network directory includes painting
professionals experienced with low-VOC and specialty coating applications throughout Calgary and surrounding

communities.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e The Original Workshop

Premium Built Structures

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Paysons Painting

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

View all contractors ?

Q17

Do | need WCB coverage confirmation from my Calgary painter before they start
work?

Yes, you absolutely need to confirm your Calgary painter has active WCB (Workers' Compensation Board)
coverage before they start work. This is not optional in Alberta — it's legally required for all professional painting

contractors, and hiring a painter without WCB coverage can leave you financially liable for workplace injuries.

Under Alberta's Workers' Compensation Act, any painting contractor performing work for hire must carry active
WCB coverage. This includes sole proprietors, partnerships, and incorporated companies. The only exception is if
you hire the painter as a direct employee and provide your own WCB coverage, which is impractical for most
homeowners. WCB coverage protects both the painter and you as the property owner — if a painter falls off a
ladder, suffers chemical exposure, or has any other work-related injury, WCB covers their medical costs and lost

wages rather than your homeowner's insurance or personal assets.

Calgary's painting environment creates additional injury risks that make WCB coverage even more critical. Working

on two-storey homes in chinook wind conditions, handling ladders and scaffolding on icy surfaces during shoulder
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seasons, and dealing with chemical strippers or primers in poorly ventilated basements all increase the likelihood of
workplace accidents. Professional painters also face repetitive strain injuries from spray equipment and chemical

sensitivities from prolonged solvent exposure.

Always ask to see the painter's WCB clearance letter before signing any contract. This document shows their
account number, coverage dates, and confirms they're in good standing with no outstanding premiums. Don't
accept verbal assurances or promises to "get coverage later." Legitimate painting contractors in Calgary will have
this documentation readily available and understand why you're asking. You can also verify coverage directly with

WCB Alberta using the contractor's account number.

Be particularly cautious with unusually low bids, as some contractors cut costs by avoiding WCB premiums. A
painter charging $2.00 per square foot for exterior work when the market rate is $3.50-5.00 may be skipping WCB
coverage and other legal requirements. Cash-only painters or those pressuring you to start immediately
without paperwork are red flags. Professional painting contractors factor WCB premiums (typically 2-4% of

labour costs) into their pricing and have no problem providing documentation.

If a painter is injured on your property without WCB coverage, your homeowner's insurance may deny the claim,
leaving you personally liable for medical costs, lost wages, and potential legal fees. In serious injury cases, this can
reach hundreds of thousands of dollars. The few hundred dollars you might save hiring an uninsured painter is

never worth this financial risk.

For any painting project over $2,000, also verify the contractor carries general liability insurance alongside their
WCB coverage. This protects against property damage — paint spills on hardwood floors, ladder damage to siding,

or overspray on vehicles.

When comparing painting contractors in Calgary, WCB coverage should be your first verification step, followed by
checking references and getting detailed written quotes. The Calgary Construction Network directory can help you
find painting professionals who understand these legal requirements and operate legitimate businesses in the

Calgary market.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Supreme Painting

Image Line Painting

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Calgary Garage Builders Ltd
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e Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?

Q18

What should a proper painting contract include according to Alberta consumer
protection law?

A proper painting contract in Alberta must include specific details to protect both homeowner and contractor under
the province's Fair Trading Act and Consumer Protection Act. The contract should specify the exact scope of
work, materials to be used, total cost breakdown, timeline, and warranty terms — vague contracts lead to

disputes and leave homeowners with little legal recourse if problems arise.

Under Alberta consumer protection law, any painting contract over $250 must be in writing and include the
contractor's full legal business name, address, and phone number. The contract must clearly state the total
contract price including all taxes, with a detailed breakdown showing labour costs, material costs, and any
additional charges. For contracts over $4,000, Alberta's Direct Sales Cancellation Act may apply, giving

homeowners a cooling-off period to cancel within 10 days of signing.

The scope of work section should detail exactly what surfaces will be painted, the number of coats to be applied,
and what preparation work is included. In Calgary's climate, this is crucial — specify whether the quote includes
power washing, scraping, priming, caulking, and minor repairs. The contract should list specific paint products
by brand and model number (Benjamin Moore Aura, Sherwin-Williams Duration, etc.) rather than generic terms like
"premium paint." Include surface preparation methods, especially important for Calgary exteriors where chinook

damage and UV degradation require specific prep techniques.

Timeline and weather contingencies are essential in Alberta contracts. Exterior painting depends heavily on
weather conditions — temperatures must stay above 10°C for proper latex paint curing. The contract should specify
the estimated start and completion dates while including language about weather delays. A fair contract includes

provisions for reasonable delays due to Calgary's unpredictable spring and fall weather patterns.

Payment terms must comply with Alberta's Prompt Payment Act for commercial work, but residential contracts
should never require full payment upfront. A typical payment schedule is 10% down, 40% at project start, 40%
at substantial completion, and 10% final payment after walkthrough. Be wary of contractors demanding large

upfront payments — this violates consumer protection principles and leaves homeowners vulnerable.
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The contract must include warranty terms specifying what is covered and for how long. Quality painting
contractors in Calgary typically offer 2-3 years on exterior work and 5+ years on interior work, with specific
coverage for paint failure, peeling, or premature fading. The warranty should exclude damage from hail, extreme

weather events, or homeowner modifications.

WCB coverage verification should be referenced in the contract. Alberta law requires all painting contractors to
carry Workers' Compensation Board coverage, and the contract should include the contractor's WCB account
number. This protects homeowners from liability if workers are injured on the property. The contract should also

specify that the contractor carries general liability insurance.

Change order procedures must be clearly outlined. Any modifications to the original scope should require written
approval with updated pricing before work proceeds. This prevents surprise charges and scope creep that

commonly lead to disputes in painting projects.

For homeowners hiring painting contractors in Calgary, ensure your contract includes all these elements and never
sign anything that feels rushed or incomplete. The Calgary Construction Network directory at
calgaryconstructionnetwork.com can help you find painting professionals who understand proper contracting

practices and Alberta consumer protection requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

e Makki Abatement

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

e Radon Lab

e Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?
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Q19

What are the rules for lead paint testing in pre-1980 Calgary homes before
renovation?

Lead paint testing is not legally required for residential renovations in Calgary homes built before 1980, but
it's strongly recommended for safety and liability protection. Alberta's Occupational Health and Safety Act
requires safe work practices when lead paint is present, but doesn't mandate testing in residential settings unless

you're a commercial contractor working on rental properties or multi-unit buildings.

However, the absence of a legal requirement doesn't mean you should skip testing. Homes built before 1978 have
a high probability of containing lead paint, particularly on exterior trim, windows, doors, and interior woodwaork. In

Calgary's heritage neighbourhoods like Hillhurst, Mount Royal, and Inglewood, lead paint is virtually guaranteed in
homes from the 1940s-1970s. The risk increases with the age of the home — pre-1950 homes often have multiple

layers of lead paint that can contain extremely high concentrations.

Testing methods in Calgary include DIY lead test kits available at Home Depot and Sherwin-Williams stores
for $15-30, though these can give false negatives. Professional testing by certified labs costs $200-500 but
provides accurate results you can rely on for major renovations. Companies like ALS Environmental and Bureau
Veritas offer lead paint testing services in Calgary. For extensive renovations involving sanding, scraping, or

demolition, professional testing is worth the investment.

Alberta's OHS regulations become critical once lead paint is confirmed. If you're hiring contractors, they must follow
strict containment procedures including plastic sheeting, HEPA filtration, and proper disposal of contaminated
materials. DIY work on confirmed lead paint requires careful precautions: wet scraping methods to minimize dust,
N95 or P100 respirators, plastic sheeting to contain debris, and disposal at the City of Calgary's household
hazardous waste depots. Never dry sand or use heat guns on lead paint — these methods create dangerous

airborne particles.

Calgary's dry climate actually increases lead paint risks during renovation. Old lead paint becomes brittle and
chalky, creating more dust when disturbed. Exterior lead paint on south and west-facing walls exposed to chinook
winds often deteriorates into loose chips that pose ingestion risks, especially for children and pets. Interior lead

paint in high-friction areas like window sashes and door frames requires extra caution during renovation.

For minor touch-up work over intact lead paint, encapsulation with quality primer and paint is often the safest
approach. Sherwin-Williams ProClassic and Benjamin Moore Advance are excellent encapsulating primers that
seal lead paint effectively. However, any scraping or sanding requires full lead-safe work practices regardless of the

project size.
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Professional lead paint abatement is recommended for extensive renovations, exterior work requiring
significant scraping, or homes with young children. Certified abatement contractors have specialized
equipment, training, and insurance to handle lead paint safely. While more expensive upfront ($3,000-8,000 for

typical exterior prep), professional abatement protects your family's health and provides liability protection.

If you're planning a major renovation on a pre-1980 Calgary home, consider browsing painting contractors
experienced with lead paint issues through the Calgary Construction Network directory to ensure proper safety

protocols are followed.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Venkor Group Inc

True North Overhead Doors

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

View all contractors ?

Q20

Do Calgary condo boards require approval before painting a unit's exterior like a
balcony?

Yes, Calgary condo boards typically require approval before painting any exterior surfaces of your unit,
including balconies, railings, doors, and window trim. Even though you own your unit, the exterior appearance
affects the overall building aesthetics and property values, giving the condo corporation authority over these

decisions under Alberta's Condominium Property Act.

Most Calgary condo bylaws specifically address exterior modifications, including paint colour changes. The condo
board wants to maintain a cohesive appearance and protect property values — imagine if every balcony in a 20-
storey tower was painted a different colour. Even if you're simply refreshing the existing colour, many boards
require notification or approval to ensure you're using the correct paint type and colour match. This is especially

important in Calgary's harsh climate where UV exposure and chinook temperature swings can cause paint to fade
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unevenly across a building.

Alberta's Condominium Property Act gives condo corporations broad authority over common property and
the exterior appearance of units. Balcony surfaces, railings, and exterior doors are often considered part of the
building envelope, even if they're within your unit boundaries. Violating these rules can result in fines, forced
repainting at your expense, or legal action by the condo corporation. Some Calgary condo boards have specific
approved colour palettes and paint specifications — particularly important given our extreme weather conditions

that require flexible, UV-resistant formulations.

The approval process varies by building but typically involves submitting a written request with paint colour
samples, product specifications, and contractor information if you're hiring professionals. Many boards meet
monthly, so plan for 2-6 weeks for approval. Some buildings have expedited processes for maintenance painting
using existing approved colours. Always check your condo documents first — the bylaws, rules, and

architectural guidelines will outline specific requirements and may list pre-approved colours or paint types.

For balcony concrete surfaces in Calgary, use high-quality acrylic latex paint designed for masonry and extreme
temperature cycling. Sherwin-Williams A-100 Exterior Latex or Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior work well for
Calgary's chinook conditions. Expect to pay $300-800 for professional balcony painting including railings,
depending on size and prep work needed. Metal railings may need primer over any rust spots — common in

Calgary's freeze-thaw cycles.

Professional painting is often worth considering for condo balconies because proper surface preparation is
critical for paint adhesion on concrete and metal surfaces exposed to Calgary's weather extremes. A professional
painter will also ensure compliance with your condo board's specifications and can provide warranty coverage that

satisfies most condo corporations' requirements.

If you're planning any exterior painting work for your Calgary condo unit, the Calgary Construction Network

directory includes painting contractors experienced with condo board requirements and approval processes.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

¢ Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Wise Abatement

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

UR COWRY CABINETS

True North Overhead Doors
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View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Paint Contractors. It does not constitute
professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any painting
project. Information is current as of April 5, 2026 and may change. Visit calgarypaintcontractors.com for the latest answers.
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